Welcome to Sacramental Preparation:

In presenting your child for Baptism, you accepted the privilege and responsibility to bring
him/her up in the practice of faith. By practicing forgiveness and reconciliation at home, and
by your own participation in confession, you nurture the grace bestowed in Baptism, laying
the foundation for your child’s preparation for and participation in the Sacrament of Penance.
The Sacrament of penance absolves our sins and restores us to God’s grace.

You began preparing your child for First Penance early on, by instilling values, a sense of right
and wrong, and an understanding of the words “sorry”, “apology” and “forgiveness”. In the
family, children learn through their experience of forgiveness that no matter what happens
their parents and GOD still love them!

Some things parents can do to help their child on this journey:

-The most fundamental is regular participation in the Sunday Mass.
-Helping them learn relevant prayers (see attachment)

-Reading Stories from the Bible that deal with forgiveness and reconciliation (see attachment)

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated Thursday April 29th, after the practice for
First Holy Communion.

Dates to Remember:
Sunday March 7, 2027 - Parent Meeting 4:00 PM

Saturday April 24, 2027 - 1st Eucharist Retreat 9:00 AM-12:00 PM



Thursday April 29, 2027 - 4:30 PM Practice for 1°* Holy Communion; followed by 1°
Reconciliation 5:00 PM.

Sunday May 2, 2027 - Celebration of First Eucharist at 11:30 AM

Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, they will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. Amen

Hail Mary

Hail Mary, full of grace, the lord is with thee!
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.

Amen

Glory Be



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.

Amen

Act of Contrition

My God,
| am sorry for my sins with all my heart.

In choosing to do wrong, and in failing to do good, | have sinned against you whom | should
love above all things. | firmly intend, with your help, to do penance, to sin no more and to
avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name,
my God, have mercy.

Amen

Forgiveness stories in the Bible

Luke 23:34 Jesus asks God to forgive those crucifying him
Genesis 50: 15-24 Joseph forgives his brothers
Luke 15:11-24 the Prodigal Son
Matthew 18:21-35
Bienvenidos a la preparacién sacramental:
Al presentar a su hijo en el bautismo, usted aceptd el privilegio y la responsabilidad de
educarlo en la practica de la fe. Al practicar el perddn y la reconciliacidon en el hogar, y

mediante su propia participacion en la confesion, usted nutre la gracia otorgada en el
bautismo, sentando las bases para la preparacion de su hijo para el sacramento de la



penitencia y su participacidn en él. El sacramento de la penitencia absuelve nuestros pecados
y nos restaura a la gracia de Dios.

Usted comenzd a preparar a su hijo para la Primera Penitencia desde temprano, inculcandole
valores, un sentido del bien y del mal, y una comprension de las palabras “lo siento”,
“disculpa” y “perdon”. En la familia, los nifios aprenden a través de su experiencia de perdon
que, sin importar lo que suceda, sus padres y DIOS todavia los aman.

Algunas cosas que los padres pueden hacer para ayudar a sus hijos en este camino:

-Lo mas fundamental es la participacion regular en la misa dominical.
-Ayudarlos a aprender oraciones relevantes (ver archivo adjunto)

-Leer historias de la Biblia que tratan sobre el perddn y la reconciliacién (ver archivo adjunto)

El Sacramento de la Reconciliacion se celebrara el jueves 29 de abril, después del
ensayo para la Primera Comunion, que comienza a las 4:30.

Fechas para recordar:
Domingo 7 de marzo de 2027 - Reunion de padres, 16:00 h
Sabado 24 de abril de 2027 - Retiro de Primera Comunion, 9:00 h-12:00 h

Jueves 29 de abril de 2027 - 16:30 h - Ensayo para la Primera Comunioén; seguido de la

Primera Reconciliacion a las 17:00 h.

Domingo 2 de mayo de 2027 - Celebracion de la Primera Eucaristiaalas 11:30 h



Oraciones

El Padre Nuestro

Padre nuestro que estas en el cielo, Santificado sea tu nombre, venga a nosotros tu reino,
hagase su voluntad en la tierra como en el cielo.

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia, y perddnanos nuestras ofensas, como también nosotros
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden; no nos dejes caer en la tentacidn, y libranos del mal.

Amén

Ave Maria

Dios te salve, Maria, llena de gracia, el Sefior es contigo. Bendita Tu eres entre todas las
mujeres y bendito es el fruto de tu vientre, Jesus. Santa Maria, Madre de Dios, ruega por
nosotros los pecadores ahora y en la hora de nuestra muerte.

Amén.

Gloria al Padre

Gloria al Padre y al Hijo y al Espiritu Santo. Como era en un principio, ahora y siempre, por los
siglos de los siglos.

Amén.

Acto de contricion



Dios mio,me arrepiento de mis pecados con todo mi corazdn. Al elegir hacer el mal y al no
hacer el bien, he pecado contra ti, a quien deberia amar sobre todas las cosas. Tengo la firme
intencién, con tu ayuda, de hacer penitencia, de no pecar mas y de evitar todo lo que me lleve
al pecado. Nuestro Salvador Jesucristo sufrié y murié por nosotros. En su nombre, Dios mio,
ten piedad.

Amén

Historias de perddn en la Biblia

Lucas 23:34 Jesus pide a Dios que perdone a quienes lo crucificaron
Génesis 50: 15-24 José perdona a sus hermanos
Lucas 15:11-24 El hijo prédigo

Mateo 18:21-35



2026 - 27 Schedule:

Children Grades K-5 Middle/High School
Oct. 4,18,25 Oct. 4,25
Nov. 8, 15, 22 Nov. 8, 22
Dec. 6,13, 20 Dec. 6,20
Jan. 10, 24, 31 Jan. 10,24
Feb. 14, 21 Feb. 7,21
Mar. 7,14 Mar. 7,14
Apr. 11,18, 25 Apr. 11,25

Weather

PARISH INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY:

When inclement weather is in the forecast please check our website: www.stjohnevan.com,
Facebook, Flocknote or WHSV-TV3 for closings and delays. We will post as soon as we can. If
you have concerns about your safety on the roads, please stay home.
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Parents,

Last year, in addition to the curriculum books, we focused on prayer. Learning prayers and increasing
prayer. We worked to help our children learn and truly know the traditional prayers of our Catholic faith.
These familiar words are more than something to memorize; they form the foundation of a lifelong
relationship with God.

At our children’s Baptisms, we, the parents and godparents, were entrusted with the beautiful
responsibility of being their first teachers in the ways of faith. Each time we pray with them, whether
before meals, at bedtime, or in moments of joy or worry, we help them grow in love and confidence before
the Lord.

Christian Formation, with its many obstacles, only meets 2 - 3 times a month. Which means the real
work of learning and living the faith happens in our homes and families. By working together, we can
strengthen our children’s faith in lasting ways.

This year we will be incorporating “Do this in Remembrance of Me”, a step by step walk through the mass
by the National Eucharistic Revival, into the lessons. Helping children to understand what and why things
are happening at Mass will enrich their faith abundantly. Here is the link so that you can familiarize
yourselves with the content. https://eucharisticrevival.org/step-by-step-walk-through-the-mass. We may
not be able to get through ALL of it during classes.

If you would like additional help or resources, please contact me!

prigd O

i

@W A-nudloo

Coordinator of Christian Formation

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church
(540) 949-6145
tmullin@stjohnevan.com
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Booklets available:

(@reNotes

CARE NOTES FORTEENS

Good

(r,T:)\(;rS\ When your Grandparent dies
e When you feel rejected

College Life: Preparing for what’s ahead
When your parent dies
Peer Pressure: Making good choices in tough situations
Dos and Don’ts on the internet

When you’re having problems in school (with academics)

Divorce: when it’s tearing you apart






